Defector Was Kept in Vault; 
Had Information on Oswald 


Washington — (AP) — The CIA 
says it held a Soviet defector who had 
information on Lee Harvey Oswald in 
a concrete vault for nearly three 
years, and one official considered kill- 
ing him or d^mg him “to a looney 
bin.” - .v s , .... 

A spokesman foi^ the Centfal Intelli- 
gence Agency told the House Assassi- 
nations Committee yesterday that the 
agency held Yuri Nosenko in isolation 
in the bare vault and abused him with 
inadequate food and mental harass- 
ment. 

“The interrogation was designed to 
break him, get him to confess he was 
a KGB disinformation agent,” said 
the CIA spokesman, John Limond 
Hart. 

Rep. Harold Sawyer (R-Mich) 
called Nosenko ’s cell a “torture 
vault” and other committee members 
expressed disgust with what they 
termed a violation of human rights. 

Hart agreed the operation was an 
abomination, the worst handled and 
“most dismal” CIA operation he 
knows about during his 24 years with 


the agency. 

Hart said the CIA was not interest- 
ed in verifying information from the 
defector that Oswald had no KGB con- 
nection. 

Oswald, who the Warren Commis- 
sion concluded was the lone assassin 
of President John F. Kennedy in Dal- 
las on Nov. 22, 1963, resided in the So- 
viet Union from 1959 until June 1962. 

Hart said he now believes Nosenko 
told the truth as he knew it. But Hart 
maintained that Nosenko might not 
have known the truth, making his sto- 
ry useless. 

When efforts to get a Nosenko con- 
fession failed, Hart testified, a CIA of- 
ficial in charge of the effort wrote a 
memorandum to himself listing op- 
tions including: 

— “Liquidate the man.” 

— ■ “Render him incapable of telling 
a coherent story (special dose of drug, 
etc.) Possible aim commitment to loo- 
ney bin.” 

— “Commitment to looney bin with- 
out making him nuts.” 

Hart said the same official, who 


was deputy director of the CIA's Sovi- 
et branch, earlier wrote a memo say- 
ing the purpose of lie-detector tests 
was not to get the truth but to get de- 
tails for possibly fabricating a confer 
sion. Mite*#' 

“Insofar as con- 
sistent and the' 

Soviets,” Hart qu^fra^W#"mbi& as 
saying, “a confession would be useful 
in any eventual disposal of Nosenko.” 

Nosenko was not cleared of suspi- 
cion of being a “plant” until 1968 and 
is presently working for the CIA under 
a new identity as a $38,325-a-year con- 
sultant. 

Hart is a retired CIA official, but 
said CIA Director Stansfield Turner 
returned him to active status to be the 
agency's spokesman to the committee- 
because of his knowledge of the No- 
senko affair. 

Nosenko’s confession became such 
a major CIA project, Hart said, be- 
cause the agency believed another 
defector's claim that the Soviets were 
plotting to plant such agents high in 
the U.S. government. 
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